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Summary 

Throughout history, Haiti’s colonial past has called upon a surge of humanitarian crises and 

increased gang violence. Gang violence in Haiti is a symptom of failed political institutions and 

is partly the result of historical foreign interventions and economic exploitation. Due to Haiti’s 

extensive colonial history with Spain, France and the US, Haiti hasn’t been able to function 

properly without a ‘leader’. This causes Haiti to become a fragile state, especially with multiple 

failed attempts of peacekeeping missions. Furthermore, Haiti is located on the island of 

Hispanola, in the Caribbean, making the nation easily susceptible to multiple natural disasters 

such as floods, earthquakes and hurricanes. Since Haiti is extremely poor, recovery and 

development from constant natural disasters is near impossible. Moreover, international aid 

such as UN Peacekeeping has repeatedly failed and exacerbated the state of Haiti such as 

increasing sexual exploitation, inducing cholera outbreaks, and exclusion of Haitian/civilian 

voices. Haiti has been exploited by several big powers such as the United States from 1915 -

1934 and the French colonial rule from 1791 - (internationally) 1825. The involvement of big 

powers throughout a long time weakens Haiti’s capacity to self-govern and becomes non-self-

dependent. This causes Haiti to become questionable with international and foreign aid. 

Scholars believe that finding a solution to the question of Haiti is imperative due to the historical 

responsibility and the utter chaos that lies in Haiti. Although, some would argue that it’s risky 

due to the unstable government, and corruption. Therefore, a solution must be amicable to all.  

Definition of Key Terms 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)  -  A person or group of people who are forced to leave 

their home or residence, however, remain within the country. 

   

Colonialism – “The principal, policy, and practice of acquiring full or partial political control over 

a country and occupying it with settlers,” (Oxford Dictionary) 

 

Fiscal Control - The process of tracking and managing how money is spent, collected and 

accounted for, usually done by governments or organizations.  

 

National Poverty Line - The income level determined by the government in order to determine 

who is poor, this level can vary from high-income countries to low-income countries.  
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Bilateral Trade - The imports and exports of goods and services between two nations. This is 

usually facilitated under a bilateral trade agreement which are deals made by the involved 

nations to limit trade barriers.  

 

Background Information 

For centuries, Haiti has faced chronic economic instability, and recurring humanitarian crises 

which have eroded development opportunities and in result brought a rise to gang violence and 

a compromised government, healthcare, and peacekeeping.  

Haiti has been subjected to a history of being under brutal control from colonial powers such as 

France and the United States. In 1697, the French Empire took control of Haiti from the 

Spanish, turning it into France’s richest colony. This wealth was built on cruel slavery and sugar 

plantations. While the French gained profits, Haitians were denied infrastructure and institutions 

such as roads, homes, schools and hospitals necessary for future development. The extreme 

cruelty and unjust conditions led to the first successful revolution in 1804, abolishing slavery, 

and establishing Haiti’s independence in 1825. However, in 1825, France demanded that Haiti 

pay 150 million francs as an “Independence Debt,” which over time built up to around $21 billion 

today and centuries of debt. The effect of Haiti’s colonial past is clearly shown today, the biggest 

being the surging gang violence. By forcing Haiti to pay for its freedom, “France ensured that 

the Haitian people would continue to suffer the economic effects of slavery for generations to 

come," explained Marlene Daut, a professor at University of Virginia. Essentially, by 1947 Haiti 

successfully paid off the debt caused by the independence fine, however, no infrastructural 

development was done before that, leading the government into corruption and thousands of 

civilians in poverty. The Haitian Revolution that started in 1791, showed the first sign of gangs. 

Multiple gangs have joined together under the name Viv Ansanm, this large criminal group and 

other criminal groups are currently fighting the government, similar to the slave uprising in 1791. 

This is seen in multiple events such as the attack on Haiti’s main airport, police precincts, 

government buildings and more. These criminal groups are not hiding their main goal, changing 

the government into total gang leadership.      

As a result of these historical burdens, Haiti today remains on the brink of collapse, with no 

elected official since 2023.The assassination of President Jovenel Moise on July 7th, 2021, was 

able to bring more awareness to Haiti, however the assassination only brought more chaos to 

the country. After the assassination, the government was insecure and institutional collapse was 

nearing, fueling the rise of gang violence in Haiti.  
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Armed criminal groups and terrorist organizations such as Gran Grif and Viv Ansanm have 

started to take power throughout the nation, especially in the capital Port-au-Prince (shown in 

map above). The increased gang violence has called upon multiple civilians wanting to seek 

asylum in the United States. On July 8th, 2021, multiple people gathered in front of the U.S 

Embassy in Port-au-Prince shortly after the assassination of President Jovenel Moise. Gangs in 

Haiti have internally displaced over a million since 2022 and more than 15,000 have been 

murdered since 2021. the rise of gangs has also caused an increase of violence such as sexual 

violence of all genders and ages, ransom, kidnappings and murder. Since the gang wars have 

affected Haiti so harshly, infrastructures such as healthcare, roads, stores and farms are ruined. 

More than half of the country has severe food shortage and 60% of Haiti is living under the 

national poverty line. Due to the dire situation, children are being recruited in gangs, leading to 

child deaths and sexual exploitation of minors.  

Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, not just because of the teetering 

government and the expansion of criminal groups, but also because the state is constantly 

affected by natural disasters. The most notable natural disaster was the earthquake in 2010, 

killing over 250,000 people and destroying multiple homes, hospitals, government buildings and 

schools. Due to the economic scarcity, frequent cyclones, droughts, landslides and floods, Haiti 

struggles to recover quickly and causes slow development. Most natural disasters destroy 

several infrastructures such as prisons and hospitals, limiting quality capacity. The natural 

disasters cause Haiti to become overwhelmed and put a strain on their financial capacity.   
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Due to Haiti’s perishing state, multiple civilians put more trust in the criminal groups than the 

government. The United Nations says that Haiti is close to a point of “no return” and “total 

collapse” if no successful aid is given. 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Kenya  

Even though Kenya has not shared a big colonial relation with Haiti, Kenya is however, currently 

leading the Multinational Security Support (MSS) in Haiti. This mission is aimed to combat gang 

violence and restore power by supporting the Haitian National Police. To do this, Kenya has 

deployed officers and soldiers in Haiti. The MSS is depleting Haiti’s state since there have been 

“at least 5,600 people killed in Haiti, an increase of over 1 000 from 2023. More than 4,000 

deaths have occurred after the deployment of the MSS.” (Opala & Le-Cour-Grandmaison 2025).   

France  

Since 1697, France has played a significant role in Haiti. From 1697-1825 France took over 

Haiti. During that time, Haiti embarked on abusive and exploitative slavery. Most slaves worked 

in the sugar-based industry since it was the main factor that built up France’s economy. The 

terrible working conditions sparked the Haitian Revolution which gave them independence in 

1825; however, it came with a great cost. France demanded Haiti to pay 150 million francs (3 

times their Nation GDP at that time) that spiraled Haiti into centuries of debt. Many academics 

believe that this money was the driving factor of Haiti being on the brink of collapse.   

United States of America  

Throughout history, the USA and Haiti have had a mixed relationship. From 1915 to 1934, the 

US military occupied Haiti and pushed pro-US voices in Haitian elections. Furthermore, Haiti is 

very reliant on the US for trading, hindering Haiti to become reliant on the US economically. 

However, the US is also crucial when it comes to financial and humanitarian aid. For example, 

the United States provided a great amount of disaster relief to Haiti after the 2010 earthquake.  

Dominican Republic  

Haiti and the Dominican Republic are both on the island of Hispaniola however this brings rise 

to their territorial disputes which has been going on for centuries. Furthermore, the Dominican 

Republic houses a lot of Haitian working migrants, these migrants often are exploited and 

work/live in poor environments, sparking debate on human rights violation. Due to the increase 

of political tensions and violence in Haiti, multiple Haitians seek refuge in the Dominican 

Republic even if most get deported. On another note, Haiti and the Dominican Republic are 

strong trading partners, trading textiles, cement, and agricultural products (knit and cotton 

clothing).  
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Timeline of Events 

Date Description 

1492 - 1697 Spain took over Haiti, renaming it to La Isla Española. Spain stopped 

full occupation in 1967 when France got control of West Hispaniola.  

1697- 1825 Haiti was taken over France, becoming the island of St. Domingue. 

Later it gained independence after a massive and successful slave 

rebellion. Haiti became independent in 1804 but internationally in 1825.  

1804 - 1806 Former slave Jean-Jacques Dessalines declares himself emperor, but 

his rule ends after assassination in 1806. Haiti has a black-controlled 

north and mulatto-ruled south. 

1915 - 1934 The United States invades Haiti, taking control of finances and 

government, which forces a pro-American presidential election. 

Withdraw in 1934 but has fiscal control until 1947. 

1957-1986  The Duvalier family got control over a military operation. Francois 

Duvalier rules then dies. Jean-Claude Duvalier starts to rule and 

declares himself president-for-life. Jean-Claude was ordered by the 

military to depart on January 5th, 1986.    

1990 - 1991  Jean-Bertrand Aristide gets elected in the first free and peaceful vote, 

however, gets overthrown by a coup led by Brigadier-General Raoul 

Cedras continuing a military regime.  

1995 UN peacekeepers begin to replace US troops  

2000 - 2004  Aristide’s second presidential term begins again, however gets exiled in 

2004 by celebrations marking 200 years of Haiti’s independence turning 

into uprisings against Aristide.  

2004 - 2017 UN Peacekeeping launches a mission (MINUSTAH) to help Haiti and 

replaces United States troops with Peacekeeping troops. However, the 

mission failed by starting a cholera outbreak.  

2010 Haiti gets a 7.0 magnitude earthquake killing up to 300,000. Ater Haiti 

gets $5.3bn to help reconstruction, however most of the money wasn’t 

used for the cause and went somewhere else. 

2011 - 2016 Michel Martelly becomes president promising to alleviate poverty; 

however, he fails to meet the promises, giving rise to hundreds of 

protests. President Martelly resigned in 2016. 
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2016 The major criminal group, Gran Grif, was created.  

2017-2021 Jovenel Moise becomes the president of Haiti, however multiple 

protests happened after corruption allegations. His presidency ends 

with assassination.  

2023  The coalition of multiple gangs in the Port-au-Prince area creates Viv 

Ansanm 

2024-2025 Multiple attacks carried out by Gran Grif and Viv Ansanm killing over 

20,000 people including high-ranking religious figures, and freeing 

multiple prisoners by attacks on prisons and police precincts.  

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) - 1966 

The ICESCR covers a range of human rights, mainly focusing on social, economic and cultural 

aspects. The rights vary from an adequate standard of living (clothing, housing etc), education, 

healthcare etc. Furthermore, it also encompasses labor rights such as, a safe work 

environment, right to work and fair wages.  Haiti has not ratified the treaty even though they are 

the poorest country in the Western world. The ICESCR is especially important to Haiti since due 

to the increase of violence, rights such as adequate standard of living, education and healthcare 

are being abolished. 

Convention Against Torture (CAT) - 1984 

The CAT aims to prevent acts of torture, or any other inhumane acts of violence. This also 

includes the fair and unbiased punishment and accountability of perpetrators that go against this 

treaty. This treaty is significant to Haiti since it both protects civilians inside the nation and 

outside the nation. Multiple countries have Haitian migrants, ensuring their protection. Haiti 

hasn’t ratified this treaty which can cause major consequences. These consequences can be 

seen in inhumane detention facilities, police brutality and increased torture due to the increase 

in gang violence. Furthermore, Haiti’s colonial history might be a contributing factor since there 

has been a target of exploitation and abuse when under and after the French rule.  

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) - 1966 

The ICCPR aims to ensure a spectrum of rights that include personal rights (right to live, 

thought, expression, privacy), Political rights (right to vote, fair trial), and it highlights the 

importance of non-discrimination and equality. Haiti has ratified the ICCPR meaning it takes 

legal and legislative measures to uphold these rights. Due to the instability of Haiti, Haiti has 

failed to fully uphold all of the provisions.  However, Haiti is currently working to progress and 

fully implement the ICCPR.  



                                                            Royal Russell School International Model United Nations 2025 

                                                                                                                                                        Research Report    

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

United Nations Peacekeeping: UNMIH (1993-1996) 

The goal of the UNMIH was to help restore the presidential power of Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 

who was the country's first democratically elected president. Aristide was stripped of power after 

the 1991 coup d’etat in which the people overthrew the president's power. UNMIH trained 

multiple police forces and helped to build infrastructure. However, the mission only focused on 

short-term instability and didn’t try to help the government's long-term instability.  

United Nations Peacekeeping: MINUSTAH (2004- 2017) 

Since UNMIH only focused on short-term effects, the government continued to be unstable. This 

caused a rebellion in April 2004 and President Jean-Bertrand Aristide resigned. MINUSTAH 

was aimed to support elections (political processes), give humanitarian aid (food, shelter, 

clothes) and strengthen human rights that were abolished by Haitian criminal groups. The 

MINUSTAH mission fell short after inducing a cholera outbreak killing more than 10,000 

civilians. 

International Aid: Earthquake Reconstruction Efforts (2010) 

The massive 2010 Earthquake that hit Haiti caused destruction of infrastructure and human 

lives. The cost to repair was up to $13 billion and around 300,000 lives were lost. Due to the 

destruction, around 1.5 million people were displaced. The earthquake caused social and 

economic development to be postponed for years. Over $13 billion was promised to be sent to 

help Haitians and to rebuild, however, projects to rebuild homes, hospitals were unfinished or 

poorly done and most money was sent to NGOs or private contractors. This scandal causes 

multiple Haitians to lose trust of their own government.  

Possible Solutions 

New legal measures for gangs  

Due to gang violence increasing at an alarming rate, there could be strict legal laws that are just 

for gangs. Due to the severity of gang violence, the abolishment of all violence under law would 

be near impossible, so smaller restrictions with harsh punishment would be put in place and the 

restrictions could gradually expand through time.  

More programs to support Haitians  

The creation of new programs to support Haitians under neutral and unbiased organizations and 

nations is crucial. Multiple groups and nations have tried to take control of Haiti however it has 

failed therefore, these organizations could have international involvement; they are not meant to 

take control of Haitians but to listen to their needs and support them and their voices.   
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Set-up for Aids Tents in low-violence areas  

Gang violence in Haiti is spreading rapidly, this means more and more lives are in constant 

danger. Therefore, the creation of heavily guarded aid tents in low-violence areas of Haiti would 

be beneficial. These tents could hold aid for children, families, pregnant women etc.  
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