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Introduction:	
Protection	over	journalists	and	journalistic	sources	is	one	of	the	most	vital	conditions	
for	press	freedom.	Without	this	protection	sources	may	be	prevented	from	assisting	
the	press,	which	in	tern	informs	the	public	on	matters	of	public	interest.	As	a	result	
the	ability	of	the	press	to	provide	accurate	and	reliable	information	would	be	
adversely	affected.	This	would	undermine	the	core	principle	of	press	freedom	being	
an	essentiality	to	ensure	the	right	of	the	public	to	information.	Protection	over	
journalists	is	a	global	matter	that	is	being	threatened	by	certain	individuals,	groups,	
or	governments	as	journalists	are	not	out	to	create	political	movements,	however	
they	seek	to	find	and	tell	truth,	to	hold	governments	accountable,	and	shine	a	light	
on	the	darkness	of	corruption.	When	they	are	targeted,	the	public	loses.		
	
	
Key	treaties	and	laws:	
Article	19,	Universal	Declaration	of	Human	Rights,	1948,	states	that	everyone	has	the	
right	to	freedom	of	opinion	and	expression;	this	right	includes	the	freedom	to	hold	
opinions	without	interference	and	to	seek,	receive	and	impart	information	and	ideas	
through	any	media	and	regardless	of	frontiers.	

	
Article	10	of	the	European	Convention	on	Human	Rights	provides	the	right	to	
freedom	of	expression	and	information,	subject	to	certain	restrictions	that	are	"in	
accordance	with	law"	and	"necessary	in	a	democratic	society".	This	right	includes	the	
freedom	to	hold	opinions,	and	to	receive	and	impart	information	and	ideas.	
	
The	2030	Agenda	for	Sustainable	Development	goal	is	a	plan	of	action	to	strengthen	
universal	peace	in	larger	freedom.	They	seek	to	realise	the	human	rights	of	all	and	so	
Article	10	of	the	European	Convention	on	Human	Rights	will	also	fall	under	this	
Sustainable	Development	goal.	
	
	
Press	Freedom:	
In	a	general	global	movement	away	from	democracy,	perhaps	the	most	vulnerable	
institution	is	the	free	press,	and	the	most	disposable	people	are	therefore	
journalists.	In	many	places	around	the	world	to	be	a	journalist	you	need	friends	in	
high	places.	However,	these	people	may	not	be	spreading	free,	honest	media,	but	
instead	controlled	by	an	individual	or	state.	This	is	because	journalists	become	
reliably	useful	to	governments,	corporations,	or	armed	groups	only	when	they	
betray	their	calling.	They	rarely	even	have	a	base	of	support	within	the	general	
public.	In	some	places,	it	is	impossible	to	report	the	truth	without	making	oneself	an	
object	of	hatred	and	a	target	of	violence	for	one	sector	of	society	or	another.	
	



Media	freedom	around	the	world	has	fallen	to	the	lowest	level	for	at	least	a	decade,	
according	to	a	study	that	shows	journalists	are	threatened	by	government	
censorship,	organised	crime	and	commercial	pressures	caused	by	the	expansion	of	
the	internet.	Turkey	has	experienced	the	biggest	decline	in	freedom	of	speech	over	
the	past	decade	but	Brazil,	Burundi,	Egypt,	Poland,	Venezuela	and	Bangladesh	or	
some	of	the	many	to	have	also	had	a	disturbing	decline	in	the	diversity	and	
independence	of	the	media,	according	to	the	report.	
	
	
Key	nations	or	organisations	involved:	
	
The	Press	Freedom	Index	is	an	annual	ranking	of	countries	compiled	and	published	
by	Reporters	Without	Boarders	based	upon	the	organisation's	own	assessment	of	
the	countries'	press	freedom	records	in	the	previous	year.	This	year	the	worst	
ranking	nations	follow	as	such:	North	Korea,	Eritrea,	Turkmenistan,	Syria,	China,	
Vietnam,	Sudan,	Djibouti,	Cuba,	and	Equatorial	Guinea.	
	
CPJ	
The	Committee	to	Protect	Journalists	(CPJ)	is	an	American	independent	non-profit,	
non-governmental	organization,	based	in	New	York	City,	New	York	with	
correspondents	around	the	world.	CPJ	promotes	press	freedom	and	defends	the	
rights	of	journalists.	The	CPJ	was	founded	in	1981	in	response	to	the	harassment	of	
Paraguayan	journalist	Alcibiades	Gonzalez	Delvalle.	Since	1991,	it	has	held	the	
annual	CPJ	International	Press	Freedom	Awards	Dinner,	where	journalists	and	press	
freedom	advocates	receive	awards	after	having	endured	beatings,	threats,	
intimidation,	and	prison	for	rightfully	reporting	the	news.		
	
Since	1992,	the	CPJ	has	compiled	an	annual	list	of	all	journalists	killed	whilst	
reporting	around	the	world.	In	2017,	it	was	reported	that	46	journalists	had	been	
killed	in	connection	with	their	work.	This	is	only	a	very	slight	improvement	to	
previous	years	of	which	saw	48	in	2016	and	73	in	2015.	Between	2002	and	2008,	it	
published	a	biannual	magazine	named	Dangerous	Assignments	as	well	as	currently	
publishing	an	annual	worldwide	survey	of	press	freedom	called	Attacks	on	the	Press.		
	
CPJ	is	made	up	of	about	40	experts	around	the	world,	with	its	headquarters	lying	in	
New	York	City.	When	any	such	press	freedom	violations	occur,	the	CPJ	mobilises	a	
network	of	correspondents	who	report	and	take	action	on	behalf	of	those	targeted.	
When	an	investigation	into	a	murder	occurs	Staff	members	
independently	investigate	and	verify	the	circumstances	behind	each	death	in	the	
hopes	of	coming	to	justice	against	the	brutality	of	journalists.		
	
The	CPJ	is	also	a	founding	member	of	the	International	Freedom	of	Expression	
Exchange	(IFEX),	which	was	founded	in	1992.	IFEX	is	a	global	network	of	more	than	
119	NGO’s	that	monitors	free-expression	violations	working	at	the	local,	national,	
regional	and	international	level	around	the	world	and	defends	journalists	as	well	as	
promoting	journalism	as	a	freedom	of	expression	and	a	fundamental	human	right.	
	



The	Times	of	Israel	reported	that	the	United	Nations	voted	to	deny	consultive	status	
to	CPJ	citing	concerns	with	the	group's	finances,	and	also	because	CPJ	does	not	
support	punishment	for	hate	speech	
	
UNESCO	
Promoting	the	safety	of	journalists	and	combatting	impunity	for	those	who	attack	
them	are	central	elements	within	UNESCO's	support	for	press	freedom	on	all	media	
platforms	as	it	fully	condemns	the	horrific	statistic	of	a	journalist	being	murdered	
every	five	days	on	average.	Since	1997,	UNESCO’s	Director-General	has	condemned	
each	killing	of	a	journalist,	and	compiles	the	biannual	Report	on	The	Safety	of	
Journalists	and	the	Issue	of	Impunity	to	the	Intergovernmental	Council	of	
the	International	Programme	for	the	Development	of	Communication	(IPDC)	since	
2008.	
	
Influence	of	terrorist	organisations	on	journalists	
A	large	problem	with	protection	over	journalism	is	the	struggle	of	accountability.	
Islamist	groups	are	some	of	those	whom	have	been	responsible	for	murdering	a	
large	number	of	journalists	over	the	past	decade	without	their	killers	being	brought	
to	justice.	These	Extremist	groups	have	repeatedly	targeted	journalists	with	impunity	
in	nations	such	as	Afghanistan,	Bangladesh,	Nigeria	and	Pakistan.	Another	nation	
high	on	the	index	is	Somalia,	where	Al-Shabaab	is	suspected	of	committing	
numerous	media	murders.	ISIS	is	of	course	a	huge	threat	to	journalists	and	the	
Syrian	Journalists'	Association	has	documented	a	mass	of	153	journalists	killed	since	
the	uprising.		
	
The	Democratic	Peoples	Republic	of	North	Korea	
The	DPRK	is	ranked	last	in	RSF’s	World	Press	Freedom	Index	and	has	been	so	for	
many	years	now.	Lead	by	Kim	Jong-un	since	2012,	under	a	totalitarian	regime	has	
lead	to	almost	complete	control	over	communications	and	files	transmitted	over	the	
nation.	Many	North	Koreans	are	still	being	sent	to	a	concentration	camp	for	writing,	
viewing,	reading	or	listening	to	content	provided	by	a	media	that	is	not	controlled	by	
Korean	Central	News	Agency	(KCNA),	the	permitted	source	of	official	news	for	the	
country’s	media.		
	
China	
China,	being	one	of	the	worlds	leading	nations	is	ranked	on	the	Press	Freedom	Index	
as	the	fifth	worst	nation.	The	social	model	in	China	based	on	its	control	over	the	
news,	online	surveillance	of	its	citizens,	and	the	information	it	gets.	President	Xi	
Jinping	has	also	been	trying	to	export	this	oppressive	model	by	promoting	a	‘new	
international	media	order’	under	China’s	influence.	China’s	state	and	privately-
owned	media	are	now	under	the	Communist	Party’s	close	control	and	reporters	a	
are	encountering	more	and	more	obstacles	in	the	field.	More	than	52	journalists	are	
currently	detained	in	conditions	that	pose	a	threat	to	their	lives	and	holds	an	
unofficial	title	of	the	‘world’s	biggest	prison	for	journalists’.	
	


