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Who are Somalia’s al-Shabaad? 

 Islamist militant group Al-Shabaad is battling the UN-backed government in 

Somalia, and has carried out a string of attacks in neighbouring Kenya. The group, 

which is allied to al-Qaeda, has been pushed out of most of the main towns it has 

once controlled, but it remains a relevant threat.  

 Al-shabaad means The Youth in Arabic. It emerged as a radical youth wing of 

Somalia’s now-defunct Union of Islamic Courts, which controlled Mogadishu in 

2006, which before were forced out by Ethiopian forces. Currently, there are numbers 

of reports of foreign jihadists going to Somalia to join or help Al-Shabaad from 

neighbouring countries and the US and Europe.  

 It currently has between 7,000-9,000 fighters and has been banned by both the 

UK and US. It has imposed a strict version of Sharia in areas under its control, in-

cluding violent punishments for women and thieves. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Situation 

 Al-Shabaad has taken out numerous attacks in Kenya. The most violent attack 

recorded was the 2 April 2015 massacre at Garissa University, near the border with 

Somalia. A total of 148 people died when gunmen stormed the university at dawn 

and targeted Christian students.  

 There are regular gun and grenade attacks linked to Al-Shabaad in border areas 

and Kenya. Al-Shabaad says it is targeting Kenya because it has sent its troops into 



 

 

Somali territory, where they have joined the 22,000-strong African Union (AU) force 

battling the militants. 

 Al-Shabaad has carried out a massive attack on a Kenyan base in Somalias el-

Ade town in January 2016. According to Somalia’s president Hassan Sheikh Mo-

hamud the death toll stood around 180 soldiers however the Kenyan military ignored 

the number and refused to give a death toll. And if the Somali president’s figure is 

true and accurate, it would’ve been the most violent and deadliest attack by Al-

Shabaad.  

 

 

 

What are Al-Shabaad’s foreign links? 

 In a joint video released in February 2012, former Al-Shabaad leader Ahmed 

Abdi Godane said he "pledged obedience" to al-Qaeda head Ayman Al-Zawahiri. 

There are also two groups who have long worked together and are known to fight 

alongside Somali militants. There have also been numerous reports that Al-Shabaad 

may have formed some links with other militant groups in Africa, such as Boko Ha-

ram in Nigeria and Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, based in the Sahara desert. 

Al-Shabaad debated whether to switch allegiance to Islamic State group after it 

developed in January 2014. 

The group eventually rejected the idea, resulting in a minority breaking away.  

 

What is happening in Somalia? 

 Somalias government has not been effective for more than 20 years dur-

ing which a majority of the country has been a war-zone. The group gained most 

of their support through promising security to the civilians, but its credibility was 

knocked when it rejected food aid to combat a drought and famine from the 

West.Mogadishu and other towns are now under government control, and there 

is a new feeling of optimism and many Somalis have returned from exile and 

hiding, bringing their money and craft along with them. 

Basic services such as street lighting, dry cleaning and rubbish collection have 

resumed in the capital. 

But Somalia is still too dangerous and divided to hold democratic elections - the 

last one was in 1969. 

 

Official Definition of Sharia 

Islamic canonical law based on the teachings of the Koran and the traditions of 

the Prophet (Hadith and Sunna), prescribing both religious and secular duties 

and sometimes retributive penalties for lawbreaking. It has generally been sup-

plemented by legislation adapted to the conditions of the day, though the man-

ner in which it should be applied in modern states is a subject of dispute be-

tween Muslim traditionalists and reformists.   

 



 

 

 

Possible Solutions 

 

-Stoping radicalisation from the root such as; schools, advertisements and cul-

ture 

-UN Peacekeepers intervening 

-Weapons control 

-Refugees 

-Campaigns or groups to fight Al Shabaad as war may be a good solution.  


