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Introduction: 
The small country of Eritrea is located in the horn of Africa. It houses about 6.3 million people. Every 
month thousands of Eritreans flee the country, headed towards Europe in the hopes for a better life. 
These people flee the country due to religious persecution, a low quality of life and a ruthless 
drafting drive for the Eritrean military. The UN has released a report illuminating the country’s 
horrific conditions and accusing the Eritrean government of “systematic, widespread, and gross 
human rights violations.” The report is only the latest to condemn the government of President Isaias 
Afwerki.  

Main part 
Hundreds of thousands of Eritreans are embarking on a journey north through Sudan and Libya or to 
Egypt and Israel, their goal to eventually reach safer destinations in Europe. An estimated 5,000 
people leave the small Horn of Africa country every month, fleeing the highly repressive regime run 
by president Isaias Afwerki. 
Eritreans have been leaving the country for years to escape repression, but recent refugees say they 
are fleeing an intensified recruitment drive into the mandatory and indefinite national service. 

President Isaias Afwerki has ruled in Eritrea for 25 years. Isaias Afwerki was never elected, but rather 
assumed the position after leading the Eritrean people’s Liberation Front to victory and 
independence in 1991. Eritrea is a one-party state in which national elections have been repeatedly 
postponed. Some Western countries, particularly the United States of America, accuse the 
Government of Eritrea of arbitrary arrest and the detaining of an unknown number of people without 
charge for their political activism. However, the Eritrean government dismisses the accusations due 
to a belief that they are politically motivated. 

According to Amnesty International Eritrea is one of the world's most repressive countries. In recent 
years, there have been increasing measures to prevent worshipers from practicing their faith. Some 
of the most prosecuted are Jehovah's Witness, and members of Evangelical congregations. The 
Eritrean government has shut down their churches, and persecuted many members of the 
congregations. 

Problems and challenges: 
Possibly the greatest problem for Eritrea’s improvement is the fact that thousands of inhabitants 
have fled the country. Most of these people leave because they do not wish to serve in the Eritrean 
military or because they are not allowed to practice their religion due to it being banned. These 
refugees travel many miles in the hopes of reaching Europe. 

Another major problem is the difficulty the UN faces in its attempts to improve the situation. For 
example to assist in holding a new election could be considered a breach of national sovereignty. 
Having an unbiased organisation investigate the possibility of criminal activity and corruption in by 
and in the government may also be considered a breach of national sovereignty. 
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Lastly, the relations between Eritrea and Ethiopia are worsening the situations for the populations of 
both countries. Eritrea and Ethiopia has had a bad relationship ever since Eritrea voted to secede 
from Ethiopia after many years of war. After this there have been many conflicts related to the 
border between the two nations including a war that was fought between 1998 and 2000. These 
conflicts have led to little trade between the two nations and constant attempts to thwart the others 
efforts of improvement. 

States/Organizations involved: 
1. Organisation of Eritrean-Americans 

The Primary Mission of the Organisation of Eritrean Americans: 

- To help strengthen U.S.-Eritrean relations in all areas. 

- To provide information to the different branches of the U.S. government, the mass media, as 
well as the general public about Eritrea and its people. 

- To help tell of the heroic determination of the Eritrean people to live in peace and 
independence as sovereign people. 

- To mobilise and engage Eritrean-Americans to participate actively in the American political 
system 

- To create a network of Eritrean-Americans that encourages youth to excel academically, 
professionally and economically. 

2. Human Rights Council 

In May 2016, a United Nations Commission of Inquiry (CoI) established by the Human Rights Council in 
its final report said it found reasonable grounds to believe the government has committed numerous 
crimes against humanity. The government’s “totalitarian practices” and disrespect for the rule of law 
manifested “wholesale disregard for the liberty” of Eritrea’s citizens, the CoI concluded. 

In turn, the council by resolution “condemned in the strongest terms” Eritrea’s “systematic, 
widespread and gross human rights violations” and asked the General Assembly to submit the 
commission reports to all “relevant organs of the UN.” The General Assembly took no public action 
on that recommendation at its October 2016 session. 

3. Eritrean development foundation 

The Eritrean Development Foundation is an independent Washington based non-profit humanitarian 
organisations, working to promote economic, social, and cultural development in Eritrea. 

- Works in partnership with grassroots non-governmental organisations, community groups, and 
other local institutions engaged in education, health care, and agricultural development in 
Eritrea. 
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- Provides financial support and material aid for emergency relief, community development, 
and capacity building in Eritrea. 

- Helps Eritreans become self-reliant and productive members of their community, thereby 
enhancing their dignity and strengthening their cultural heritage. 

- Draws on its intimate knowledge of the people of Eritrea and the Horn of Africa to educate 
the US public, media, and policymakers on humanitarian and development issues in the 
region. 

- Reaches out to individuals and organisations interested in participating in resource 
development in support of Africa and Africans. 

4. Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

Ethiopia and Eritrea has had a strained ever since the secession of Eritrea. Their relationship has only 
worsened due to more recent border conflicts and trade disputes. This has led to a hostility between 
the two nations, which forces both parties to maintain a robust military in case of escalation in the 
conflict. This again being seen as one of the major factors in the military draft campaigns being held 
in Eritrea. 

Suggestions to how the problem can be tackled  
- Additional aid to Eritrea in the hopes that with this additional help the country will 

recuperate. 

o The problem with this is that Eritrea, unlike most other countries receiving aid, only 
accept aid if it directly builds up their own efforts to improve the countries own 
efforts. This has led to suspicion that a lot of the aid given to Eritrea is embezzled by 
high ranking government officials.  

- International sanctions forcing the Eritrean government to agree to certain conditions. 

o Firstly, this could be considered a breach of Eritrea’s sovereignty. 

o Secondly, there is no guaranty the Eritrean government would agree to such 
conditions.  

o Lastly, sanctions towards Eritrea would without a doubt hurt the population of Eritrea 
and force even more people to leave their homes for a promise of a better life in 
Europe. This would in turn leave Eritrea in a worse position than it already is.  

- Eritrea is located in the horn of Africa which puts it in an important position for ship transport 
from southern Asia to Europe. Building additional ports and infrastructure along the coast of 
Eritrea could potentially be profitable for multiple factors as well as creating jobs and 
opportunities for many inhabitants of the country.  

o The problem with this is that it would cost a lot of money and it would require work 
areas where it would be difficult to work. 
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Relevant Passed resolutions 

UN security council resolution 2317 

A resolution primarily focusing on the embargo of Somalia, but has been connected to Eritrea 
in multiple situations. 

UN security council resolution 1430 

 A resolution aimed to control the Ethiopian – Eritrean border crisis. 

UN Security Council resolution 1466 

 A resolution aimed at further improve the situation on the Ethiopian – Eritrean border. 
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